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Lesson 1 China’s Upsurge of Going into Business
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rechdo
shéngjibdébd
changsheng
bditud

pingiéng

midoxie
kudzhang
zhdnxian
boldn-zhuangkuo

zhudnzhé
qudong

tudnti

féenfén

gianglie

cuthugji

géju
béngu-génshén
zhi fén y& mao
zhong bén yi mo

pubian
cunzai
zanydng
bawo
shiming

jié si lidn qf

upsurge
vigorous
prosperous
to get rid of
poverty

to describe
to exaggerate
to show

surging forward with great
momentum

to turn

to drive

organization

one after another

strong

catalyst

layout

roots are firm and deep

branches and leaves are flourishing

to attach importance only to
the roots while neglecting the
branches and leaves

widespread
to exist

to praise

to grasp
mission

to take teams of four horses
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26. B4R zhthéu

dukes (or princes) under an
emperor
27. 4 B HAL

fénting-kangli to stand up to somebody as an

equal

28. M K &4 cdida-qici money speaks louder

29. @ weiféng awe-inspiring

30. )azhF guigong yu to be attributable to

31. HFEUAR qi zhéng céng shdng to give up politics to engage in
business

2. FHXRTF fu jié tian xid the richest under the heaven

33. AL kdimé model

34. WA guannian concept

35. B4k qudi to remove

36. % F guanqid checkpoint

37. pidnjian prejudice

38. 3] féngbi closed

39. 4| R 2\ji zizd self-sufficient

40. 1 & xingtai formation

41. X% fayu development

2. FK manchdng long

43. 3| zGigé to oppress and exploit

44. # qifu to bully

45. & 5 qart humiliation

46. i wuzhi material, matter

47. AR wénming civilization

48. R#Z yuanwang wish

49. B 4% mubido objective

50. 45 F anfen-shouji to be content with one’s lot and
act one’s part

51. |k K ndp letian-zhiming to submit to the will of Heaven

52. F-3#& xunzhdo to look for
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70. H4h
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zhudnhua
chdanzhi
waiyin neilidn

yishi

shengyu
pdngda
jianzhu
bidozhi
zhanlue

anwei
bénmo-daozhi
shébén-zhimo

gidnli
jigong-jinli

Ido y1 bd
choushén
weéirdo

jiegut
dudyudnhud
yunyu
baxian-guohdi,

ge xidn shéntong

wutdi
yicdi fénchéng

MEE AN

to turn ... into
output value

to absorb investment from abroad
and establish cooperative relations
at home

awareness

surplus

big

building

manifestation

strategy

safety and danger

to put the cart before the horse

to attend to trifles and neglect
essentials

potential

to seek short-term successes and
quick profits

to gain some advantage
to leave

to revolve around

to bring in line with
diversification

to breed

like the Eight Immortals crossing
the sea, each shows his/her special
prowess

arena

splendid
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The Shang and Zhou dynasties

The Shang Dynasty (16" century B. C. —11" century B.C.) was handed down
to 17 generations with 31 kings. Its capital was first set at Bo (present-day Shangqiu,
Henan Province) and then after several changes, it was moved to Yin (present-day
Anyang, Henan Province). Hence the name Yinshang. Later it was overthrown by
the Zhou Dynasty. The economy was developed in the Shang Dynasty with brisk
commodity exchanges, and sizable early cities had already emerged in the Shang
Dynasty.

The Zhou Dynasty (11" century B.C. —256 B.C.) covered a period of over 800
years, with a total of 34 kings. Its capital was located in Hao (southwest of modern
Xi'an, Shaanxi Province), and in 770 B.C, King Ping moved it to Luoyi (present-day
Luoyang, Henan Province). History refers to the Zhou before the move as the Western
Zhou and after the move as the Eastern Zhou. The Eastern Zhou Dynasty can be
further divided into the Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring States Period. It
was overthrown by Qin in 256 B.C.
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Sima Qian and the Records of the Historian

Sima Qian was from Xiayang of the Western Han Dynasty (present-day
Hancheng, Shaanxi Province). His most active period was during the reign of
Emperor Wudi (r. 140 B.C. —87 B.C.) of the Western Han Dynasty. In his early years,
he traveled all over the country to investigate the customs and conditions of the
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people. In the third year of Yuanfeng (108 B. C.), he succeeded his father as Taishiling,
or Historian of the Court (an official who handled files of the court and kept historical
records). Later he was for some reason put in jail and castrated. He made a firm
resolution to write the Records of the Historian, which initiated a new biographical
style for historical records, and had a tremendous impact on later Chinese
historiography.
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Confucius and his disciples

Confucius (551 B.C. —479 B.C.), whose personal name was Kong Qiu and
courtesy name Zhongni, was born in Zouyi (present-day Qufu, Shandong Province),
then a place of the State of Lu. He was a thinker, statesman and educator in the late
Spring and Autumn Period. He was the founder of Confucian school. It is said that he
had more than 3,000 disciples, among them 72 were considered persons of virtue. Zi
Gong, born in the State of Wei (including some cities in present-day Henan, Hebei,
and Shandong), whose original name was Duanmu Ci, was a disciple of Confucius.
L4 idk _
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Fan Li

Born in the State of Chu, Fan Li was a statesman at the end of the Spring and
Autumn Period. He was a Dafu of the State of Yue (at that time there were three ranks
of officials, namely, Qing, Dafu and Shi). When Yue was defeated by Wu, he was
taken to Wu as a hostage. Later he returned to Yue and helped Yue to overthrow Wu.
He retired after winning merit. Legend has it that he lived in seclusion with the famous
beauty Xi Shi among the five lakes (present-day Taihu Lake, Jiangsu Province). Later
he traveled to the State of Qi, settled down in Tao (northwest of present-day Dingtao
County, Shandong Province) and was known as Duke Zhu of Tao. He became
rich by doing business, with properties worth hundreds of thousands of measures
of gold.
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Laozi

Laozi, whose surname was Li, given name Er and style name Dan, was also
known as Laodan. He hailed from Ku County of the State of Chu (present-day Henan
Province). He was the initiator of Tacism and was a famous thinker and philosopher
in ancient China, leaving behind him a book called Laozi. Laozi used Tao (way of
heaven) to explain the evolution of the universe. “Tao”, as advocated by Laozi, can be
understood as objective natural laws. In material life, he emphasized being content
with one’s lot and having few desires. He even dreamed of human society going back
to the primitive state of “small in size and sparse in population”. Laozi’s doctrine has
had a tremendous impact on Chinese philosophy and the development of the nation’s
culture.
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